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Statement of Philosophy by M2T2 Development Team

The M2T2 materials were developed under the direction of the Office for Mathematics, Science, and
Technology Education (MSTE) at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign by a team consisting of
teachers, administrators, university researchers, mathematicians, graduate students, and members of the
lllinois State Board of Education. It was our goal to create modules that are interesting, mathematically
rich, challenging, and appropriate for students and teachers in the middle grades. We have also worked to
connect these modules to the lllinois Learning Standards for mathematics with a special view toward
preparation for the lllinois Standards Achievement Test (ISAT).

We encourage you to consider the following points as you work with students and teachers with these
materials.

- There is a creative tension between the reform-based, standards-based approaches to mathematics
education and a standardized test like the ISAT. These materials seek to illustrate the concepts and
advocate approaches in line with the lllinois Learning Standards. Using them in the way in which they were
intended is the responsibility of the teachers with support of their administrators.

- These materials are not a complete curriculum. They focus on in-depth understanding of a few concepts
in mathematics and are not intended to cover a broad range of topics.

- Preparation for exams is a continuous process that is spread throughout the year. The materials
discussed are not intended as a single review session for the ISAT exams.

- We welcome comments and suggestions for improving these materials. Please send your comments to
<reese@illinois.edu>.

Postal Address:
M2T2 at the MSTE Office
505 East Green St.
Suite 102
Champaign, IL 61820
Phone: (217) 244-7486
Fax: (217) 333-2605
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