An Early History of the Illinois Math Teacher Educators

This document was created in celebration of IMTE’s 20th anniversary of being an AMTE affiliate in 2023

Timeline:
· The national organization, Association of Mathematics Teacher Educators (AMTE), started in 1991. Their first election was held was held in Spring 1994. Those elected were Henry Kepner, president; Judith Jacobs, president elect; Michaele Chappell, secretary; Nadine Bezuk, treasurer; and members-at-large Bonnie Litwiller (2-year term), James Babb (one-year term) and Susan Beal (one-year term). Susan was a faculty member at Saint Xavier University in Chicago, IL.  In 1995, Susan became one of the two editors for the AMTE newsletter.  In 1999, Susan was re-elected to member-at large to the AMTE board.
· While on the AMTE board, Susan realized state organizations were needed to add strength to AMTE.  At that time, Susan and other math educators were involved with the Illinois Council of Teachers of Mathematics (ICTM) where they gave workshops and talks for teachers, but desired to have a place where they could also be more focused on professional development specifically focused on the work of math educators.  They felt like they had places to “give”, but also needed a place to “receive”.  Hence, she and others decided to form the Illinois Math Teacher Educators (IMTE) to make this a reality.
· During that process, there were two "organizational" meetings in Champaign-Urbana (one held after the ISMAA meeting in March of 2001). 
· There was a summer conference in June of 2001 in Springfield as well that worked on the organizational structure of the group (along with other presentations). This was run by Claran Einfeldt and George Reese and was sponsored by the Illinois State Board of Education.
· The Constitution and By-Laws Committee met in 2001 (Led by Susan Beal)
· The first official IMTE Business meeting was during the October ICTM meeting in 2001
· IMTE’s first Annual Meeting was held concurrently with the ICTM Annual Meeting on 10/19/2002, where those present adopted a constitution and bylaws and established a membership list by collecting dues. The first board was elected in 2002. Susan Beal was the first president.
· IMTE was recognized as the very first AMTE affiliate in 2003. There is a picture in one of the AMTE newsletters documenting this occasion.  Susan Beal and one or two others were shown the picture along with AMTE officials.
· The original structure for IMTE was to have an annual business meeting each fall at the ICTM Conference to discuss ISBE policies & program issues and then have a summer “workshop” meeting to discuss specific issues around the preparation of math educators. Through these meetings, IMTE wished to create mechanisms for teacher educators in IL to gather and discuss issues related to the preparation of K-12 teachers of mathematics and to share resources and ideas.  In addition, it was to learn about and keep up with changes in laws and rules related to the preparation of teachers in IL, whether by the legislature and/or ISBE.  These meetings were opportunities for math educators involved in teacher preparation to gather with like-minded individuals to share and learn from each other.   The IMTE listserv was also created to allow for communication amongst the community. The organization was fairly successful in getting the workshop meetings going at first, but then over time this aspect dwindled, which began a sinusoidal-like path for these workshop meetings to happen and not happen.  The current challenge is getting new members to be aware of the group and getting new participants to replace those who have retired and/or moved on.  




Below are excerpts from some IMTE founding members who shared some memories about the beginning of IMTE:

(From Mary McMahon, a founding member) - “Susan Beal, St. Xavier, was the first president, organizer and the motivator.  IMTE came out of several meetings of math educators.  I remember going to one in Iowa with Ellen Hines (NIUO and Darlene Whitkaneck (NIU).  One for IL math educators was run by Claran Einfeldt and George Reese in Springfield and sponsored by ISBE.  We all felt as math educators that we needed a group to share ideas with.  Susan wrote a constitution and a group of us joined.” 

(From Todd Oberg, a founding member) “Yes, I am one of the founding members of IMTE as well.  (George Reese is another one along the Al Otto, Al's wife Cheryl, Allen Zollman, the group from Eastern IL, etc.)  I was not involved in the first two or three initial meetings about forming the group, but I recall being at two "organizational" meetings in Champaign-Urbana (one held after the ISMAA meeting in March of 2001).  There was a summer conference in June of 2001 in Springfield as well that worked on the organizational structure of the group (along with other presentations).  I served on the Constitution and By-Laws Committee in 2001.  The first official IMTE Business meeting as we know it now was during the October ICTM meeting in 2001.  Two of the big issues faced early on were gaining 501 C 3 status and the other was finding a bank or credit union that the group could use.”  

(11/4/2002 From a letter requesting tax exempt status – which never happened) 
“Illinois Math Teacher Educators is a newly formed organization with a general purpose to promote the improvement of mathematics teacher education in Illinois in all its aspects.  Our membership consists of 4-year University professors and 2-year College Instructors who teach the math content courses for pre-service teachers, Private Math Consultants, Illinois State Government Personnel, Teacher Educators, and In-Service Teachers who supervise Pre-service Student Teachers. Our intent is to work closely with ISBE, IBHE, ICCB and the Illinois State Legislature to ensure that pre-service and in-service teachers receive the highest quality math education and training.  We have established a listserv and currently are discussing how to add substance to the State’s definition of a  “highly qualified math teacher.”  Our First Annual Meeting was held concurrently with the ICTM (Illinois Council of Teachers of Math)Annual Meeting on 10/19/2002, where we adopted a constitution and bylaws and established a membership list by collecting dues.  “




The Original IMTE Board (October 2002-October 2003):

President: 					Susan Beal		beal@mail.sxu.edu
President-Elect:				Claran Einfeldt 	einfeldt@uiuc.edu
Secretary:	 				Astrida Cirulis	    	 acirulis@nledu
Treasurer:					Carol Castellon	castelln@uiuc.edu
4-year University Representatives:	Allen Davis		 cfhad@eiu.edu
						Alan Zollman	 	 zollman@math.niu.edu
2-year College Representative: 		Brenda Alberico	 alberico@cdnet.cod.edu 	 
Teacher Educator Representative:            George Reese		reese@uiuc.edu
	  
Illinois State Gov. Representative:	Gary Alexander	 alexander@ibhe.org
Consultant Representative: 		Darlene Whitkanack	 darlene155@aol.com
Practicing Teacher:			Kathleen Rapp-Smith 	smithka@cmi.k12.il.us







This is a screenshot of the AMTE Newsletter that was published in Spring 2003. On the next page, there is a screenshot of the page in this newsletter that publicly announced that the Illinois Math Teacher Educators (IMTE) were the first official state affiliate of AMTE.
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Preparing Highly Qualified Mathematics Teachers
Karen Karp, AMTE President

In response to the implementation of the No Child
Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001, key players are
looking decply at the implications of the regulations,





image2.png
The Association of Mathematics
‘Teacher Educators

Presdent
Karen Karp

Department of Tesching and Lesming
(Colege of Education and Human.
Development

Universiy of Louisille
s02-852-1654

laren@louisvill edu

Past Prosident
Francis (Skip) Fennll
Educaton Depariment
MoDaniel Collge
A10-457.2509
enaeli@medanic odu

Secretary
Seanifer Bay-Wilams
Kansas Sste Universty
785.532:5808
Ibay@kscdu

Tressurer
Jonet E. Warficld

linos State University
Department of Mathematics
(309) 4387867

(309) 4385866 f0x)
Junfic@istucdu

NCTM Representative
Janct Caldwell
Mathematics Depariment
Rowan University
356.256-4500x 3871
caldwel@rovan.cdu

‘Board Mermbers at Large

David Pugalee
Dept. of Middle/Sesondary Eduction
University of North Carolina a Charote
kpugale@email unce edu

Peg Smith
Department of Insruction and Leaming
Universiy of itsburgh.

peas@piticda

Susan Fricl
Department of urrculum and Instruction
University of North Caolina — Chapel il
stcl@enmailune.odu

Exceutive Director
Nadine Bezuk

San Digo Sae University
6475 Alvarado Road, Suit 206
S Dicgo, CA 92120

(619 5943971
sbezak@mailsdsucdu

‘Comments, questions, nd suggcsions or

AMTE Connestions should be direted o the
sdior.

P. Mark Taglor
‘Theory & ractice in Teacher Educaton
Universiy of Tenncssee
prrk@utkcda

(565) 9740448

AMTE Reports and Announcements

Special Session: There will be a brief AMTE business meeting to be held before the
reception at the NCTM meeting in San Antonio. Members are encouraged to attend and
participate as changes in the consttution are being recommended.

Treasurer’s Report (/102-12/31/02)

Inflows (2002): $85210.15
Outflows (2002): $45,102.05
Current Balance: S 16717115

*+*This balance is high because we have et t pay fo the majorty ofthe costs o his year's confrence.
As of January 28 there were 649 current AMTE members,

Results of Recent Elections

o Jenny Bay-Williams - Secretary
o Peg Smith - Board Member
o Susan Fricl - Board Member

Next yoar we will need  President Electand a Treasuer. To make a nominaton, conact
Randy Philipp at rphilipp@mal.sdsu e

Amendments to the Constitution

‘The following constitution changes were presented, in concept, at the annual business
‘meeting on February 1, 2003 in Atlanta, GA. The AMTE members present at the meeting
unanimously approved the changes. A ballotis enclosed in this issuc for you to ratify these
changes. If approved, the changes will go into cffect for the forthcoming clection
(President-elect, Treasurer, two Members-at-Large).

Constitution Changes

‘Section & Terms of Office - The terms of office for the elected offices of AMTE and
Members-at-Large shall be three years, cxcept for President-clect and Immediate Past
President who shall serve one year terms, and the President, who shall serve a two-year
term. The Immediate Past President will serve in the first year of the President’s term and
the President-Elect shall serve in the second year of the President's term. Elected officers of
AMTE and the Members-at-Large shall assume office at the end of the annual meeting at
‘which their election is announced. Officers or the Members-at-Large may serve only one.
term in a specific office.

Section 2: Elections - The President-Elect shall be elected in even numbered years. The
Secretary and Treasurer, shall be clected every three years. One Member-at-Large
shall be elected each year. (note for implementation: stagger the terms for Secretary and

Treasurer, so they are clected in different years, but cach for a 3-year term)

‘The officers and the three Members-at-Large of the Board of Dircctors will assume office at
the end of the Annual Business Meeting at which their clection is announced.

Ilinois Mathematics Teacher Educators (IMTE)
has become the very first AMTE affiliate!

AMTE offers the following benefits to its Affiliates:

A connection to an established national organization.
Alink to the AMTE website from your wabsite.

Links to your website from an Affiliates” page on the AMTE websitc.
Acopy of the AMTE newsletter sent to Affiliate Presidents/Chairs.

‘Access to the AMTE Listserv, i the lstserv becomes limited to membership.

To find out how your regional group can become an AMTE affilite, visit www.amte.net!




